SAINT HELEN’S PARISH

2nd SUNDAY of the YEAR (Year B)

PEACE SUNDAY
17th January 2021

LIVE STREAM
https://sthelenscaerphilly.com/st-helens-live-stream/

COME AND SEE

PAX CHRISTI

THE WORD THIS WEEK
As we set out to follow the Sundays of Ordered Time, the Gospel and the prophet call us to attention,
to listen, to look; to seek out and notice where God is acting in our lives, our world, this new year.
We also start a 5 week continuous reading of 1st Corinthians, unrelated to the other two readings, but
encouraging us to know our own dignity and worth as ‘temples of the Holy Spirit’.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:

(Psalter: Week 2)

Samuel 3: 3 – 10, 19.
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.

Response: Psalm 39.

I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me.
He heard my cry
he put a new song in my mouth,//
praise of our God.
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I.
In the scroll of the book it stands written
that I should do your will.
My God, I delight in your law
in the depth of my heart.

Come and see

Your justice I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord.

1 Corinthians 6: 13 – 15, 17 – 20.
Your bodies are members making up the body of Christ.

Acclamation for the Gospel:

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia!

John 1: 35 – 42.
They saw where he lived, and stayed with him.

Prayer of the Faithful:

R/. Lord, hear our cry.

Preface and Eucharistic Prayer:

For various need III: ‘Jesus the way to the Father’.

Communion Antiphon:
We have come to know and to believe
in the love that God has for us.

MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:
Sat 16th January

th

Sun 17 January

6.30pm

2nd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
Peace Sunday

10.30am
2.30pm

for Doctors, Nurses, and Carers
for the People of Both Parishes
Baptism of Anastasia Whitfield

Mon 18th January

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
9.45am

10.00am
th

Tues 19 January

9.45am

10.00am
th

Wed 20 January

9.45am

10.00am
st

Thurs 21 January
9.45am

Fri 22nd January

10.00am
9.45am
10.00am

Sat 23rd January

Sun 14th January

Morning Prayer of the Church

Michael Murphy (CL)
Morning Prayer of the Church

Lisa Thomas (AS)
Morning Prayer of the Church

Rosa + Marshell (TT)
Saint Agnes, Virgin + Martyr
Morning Prayer of the Church
John Fernandez (TT)
Morning Prayer of the Church

Doreen Bond Intention (P+PJ)

6.30pm

3rd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
“Sunday of the Word of God”

10.30am

for the People of both Parishes
The Christian Churches of Bargoed and Caerphilly

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
At any time by prior arrangement with the priest.

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Among all those we pray for in this time, we continue to
remember all suffering from the virus and its effects. We remember also:
Teresa Meade
John Maguire
Graham Jenkins
Sandra Bray
Cecelia Mawby
David Mabey
Isobel Cummins
Pauline Richards
Carol Morrissey Claris Howell
Anne Morgan
Pat Starynski
Martyn Western Marjorie Gurney Carmen Agius
Lowela Teves
Pamela and Keith Griffiths
Pat + Pino Emanuelli
Mary & Wilson Brown
Sian Thomas
Winifred Benedict Albert Carley
Mary Everson
Eileen Morris

Lloyd Jones
Margaret Jones
Yvonne Grandon
Joe Marenghi
Katrin Merry
Maura Coll

PRAYER CYCLE FOR OUR DIOCESE: Please pray for the People and Parish of the
Sacred Heart, Pontllanfraith, and their Priest, Rev Kevin Payne.

THE YEAR OF THE WORD – THE GOD WHO SPEAKS
“Speak Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life.”
(1Samuel 3:9; John 6:68)
See a letter From Bishop Peter Brignall, Bishop of Wrexham and Chair of the ‘God who Speaks' initiative
reflecting on the origins of this campaign and celebrating its impact and future on page 5 of this newsletter.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GUZW5BBZQL4trhdertmWe-A_s26m7BlBLyp_ftVw79U/edit
Also a Cafod version:
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy

PEACE SUNDAY: ‘A Culture Of Care As A Path To Peace. In his letter for
Peace Sunday (see https://paxchristi.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/papafrancesco_20201208_messaggio-54giornatamondiale-pace2021.pdf) the Pope says:
“We need to stop and ask ourselves what has led our world to see conflict as something
normal, and how our hearts can be converted and our ways of thinking changed, in order
to work for true peace in solidarity and fraternity.
“How many resources are spent on weaponry, especially nuclear weapons, that could be used for
more significant priorities such as ensuring the safety of individuals, the promotion of peace and
integral human development, the fight against poverty, and the provision of health care.”

The WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 18th =25th January
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 has been prepared by the Monastic
Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love
and you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17. and expresses Grandchamp
Community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the
human family. It expresses and encourages the vocation to prayer, reconciliation
and unity in the Church and the human family. Although many of us are unable to
meet with our fellow Christians this year, the Commission for Christian Unity
encourages us to make use of the prayerful material available as a download. Find
it at https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/ and sustain our prayer for the Unity
for which Christ himself prayed (John 17).
Preparing for the Sacraments of RECONCILIATION AND
COMMUNION: The Parish accompaniment of parents
wanting to bring their children to share in the Sacraments will
begin with a zoom meeting for parents this Tuesday 19th January,
6.30pm. All the families who have registered will receive their
invitation via email by Monday evening – if yours doesn’t come through by
then, please email the parish office. You will also receive an invitation to
join in a ‘google classroom’

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD: Next Sunday marks the feast
inaugurated by Pope Francis to promote greater love of the Bible in our faith and
daily lives. He says: “Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word
of God can enable the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up
for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches
before the world.” (Pope Francis – ‘Aperuit Allis’)
To mark the day, we are all encouraged to have our Bible(s) to hand during the live-stream Mass next
Sunday, and hold them up for a virtual blessing at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Word.
And help with reading the Bible: ECHOES OF GOD: Journeying with God’s Word:
A very worthwhile new 7-week course - written by David McLoughlin – explores how the Old and
New Testaments echo each other in their preparation for, and arrival of, Jesus. See the programme
here: godwhospeaks.uk/echoes-of-god-journeying-with-the-word-of-god

Respond to Welsh Government’s consultation to stop home abortions!
The Welsh Government is holding a consultation on whether to continue the practice of allowing
abortion providers to send dangerous abortion pills to women so that they can perform their own
abortion at home. We need as many pro-life people as possible to complete the Welsh
Government’s questionnaire in order to help stop dangerous DIY abortions becoming permanent.
SPUC has prepared a briefing which gives a step by step guide to completing the consultation
questionnaire. Please go to https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/Wales-DIYAbortion-Consultation The consultation ends on 23 February 2021.

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY:
Date
Sat 16th Jan
Sun 17th Jan

Time

Event

6.30pm
10.30am

Sunday Mass
Sunday Mass
‘Coffee Morning’: Via Saint Helen’s Facebook
Parents wishing to prepare children for Reconciliation
Scripture Study: Via Saint Helen’s Facebook
Sunday Mass
Sunday Mass

11.30am
th

Tues 19 Jan
st

Thurs 21 Jan
Sat 23rd Jan
Sun 24th Jan

6.30pm
7.30pm
6.30pm
10.30am

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH
Part One: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH. Section One: ‘I Believe’ – ‘We Believe’
Chapter 3: Man’s Response to God. Article 1: I Believe.
III: The Characteristics of Faith
Faith and Understanding
(158) Faith and science: “Though faith is above reason, there can never be any real
discrepancy between faith and reason. Since the same God who reveals mysteries and infuses
faith has bestowed the light of reason on the human mind, God cannot deny himself, nor can
truth ever contradict truth”(Dei Filius 4:DS 3017). “Consequently, methodical research in all
branches of knowledge, provided it is carried out in a truly scientific manner and does not
override moral laws, can never conflict with the faith, because the things of the world and
the things of faith derive from the same God. The humble and persevering investigator of the
secrets of nature is being led, as it were, by the hand of God in spite of himself, for it is God,
the conserver of all things, who made them what they are” (GS 36 § 1).
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992)

The hearts of more and more children, young people, adults,
and senior citizens are yearning for a new story, a story of
love rather than hate, of creativity rather than destruction, of
win-win cooperation rather than win-lose competition, of
(Richard Rohr)
peace-craft rather than war-craft.

Parish Directory
Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192
Chair of Parish Council:
Safeguarding Officer: 20864112
SVP: 20883462
Bereavement support: 20863450
Music: 07971848734.
Hall Bookings: 20883192
Piety shop: 20862998
Cafod: 20861930
Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
Saint Helen’s School: 20852532
Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110
Newsletter items: 20883192
Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com

caerphilly@rcadc.org

www.sthelenscaerphilly.com

Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com
Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.

The Church and the Bible – the journey so far
The Right Reverend Peter M. Brignall, Bishop of Wrexham and Chair of the God who Speaks
initiative reflects on the origins of this campaign and celebrates its impact and future.

The Bible cannot be just the heritage of some, much less a collection of books for the
benefit of a privileged few. It belongs above all to those called to hear its message and to
recognize themselves in its words. At times, there can be a tendency to monopolize the
sacred text by restricting it to certain circles or to select groups. It cannot be that way. The
Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and
division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes them one people.

Pope Francis

It is the skill of any musician to move their hands and fingers simultaneously and
consecutively to bring to life the beauty of the composer’s work, allowing it to be heard and
fully appreciated. The musician translates the notes on the paper to sounds in the air for the
music to tell its story. This two hands partnership could be used to illustrate that partnership
between Bible Society and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
(CBCEW). For the last twelve months we have collaborated to make the Bible sound fresh
in our communities though the God Who Speaks campaign.
Like any musical piece this initiative has its movements – fast and slow, pianissimo and
fortissimo, themes and variations, cadenzas and improvisations, fugues and counterpoint.
All to the purpose of making the Bible be that underlying score in the lives of our Christian
communities. Like a good musical score or soundtrack, it describes and gives atmosphere
to the story being told through interpretation and meaning. These enhance the story line and
would be missed if not there. The story line is of course life’s meaning and journey of each
one of us before God, and in God.
INSPIRATION
The inspiration for the God Who Speaks campaign lies in the 1,600th anniversary of the
death of St. Jerome and the 10th anniversary of the Apostoli Exhortation Verbum
Domini (The Word of the Lord) by Pope Benedict XVI. I would want to add the 14,00th
anniversary of the first complete edition/translation of the Bible into Welsh; following the
foundational work of Bishop William Morgan (1545 – 1604). Sadly, he never saw his 1603
completed work published as the publisher’s text was lost in the Great Plague in London.
Finally published in 1620 his version was used in Welsh churches until 1988.

St. Jerome (340-420) was born in Strido, in Dalmatia. He studied in Rome and was baptised
there. Being attracted by the ascetic life, he travelled to the East, where he was reluctantly
ordained a priest. Pope Damasus recalled him to Rome to be his secretary. Following the
death of Pope Damasus in 384, he returned to the East, to Bethlehem, where with the help
of St. Paula, he founded a monastery, a hospice, and a school, and settled down to the most
important work of his life. His translation of the Bible into Latin from the Hebrew, Aramaic
and Greek is a work that with some revisions, is still in use today. Additionally, he was the
author of many works, including letters and commentaries on Holy Scripture. His lifetime
was filled with turmoil in the world and in the Church, yet through this all he was a true pastor
helping refugees and those in need. He died at Bethlehem.
The Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini is Pope Benedict XVI’s response and teaching
document with recommendations arising out of the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishop, meeting in the Vatican from 5 th-26th October 2008 whose theme had
been The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church. The Synod was itself in the
words of Pope Benedict a ‘profound experience of encounter with Christ, the Word of the
Father, who is present where two or three are gathered in his name (cf. Matthew 18:20).’[2]
THEME AND VARIATIONS
Since the late 1870s and the pontificate of Leo XIII there had been a growing awareness of
the importance of the word of God and the study of the Bible in the life of the Catholic Church.
This reached a new pitch at the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) with the promulgation of
the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum (Word of God) generating
revived interest in the word of God in the life of the Church, the theological reflection on the
divine revelation, and to the study of Sacred Scripture. Pope Benedict, picking up on the
experience of encounter referred to above, speaks of his desire for the work of the Synod
‘to have a real effect on the life of the Church: on our personal relationship with the Sacred
Scriptures, on their interpretation in the liturgy and catechesis, and in scientific research, so
that the Bible may not simply be a word from the past, but a living and timely word.’[3]
Verbum Domini continues that process of assimilation and lays out the principle themes of
the place of the Bible in the Church’s life and mission. First, the very fact of biblical revelation;
the God who speaks and invites our response, and the nature of the relationship that
engenders and the faith it inspires. With that faith which is the key, the Church is able to
interpret the Bible authentically – the faith and the interpretation are in harmony and provide
the correct understanding.
Second, Verbum Domini sets out the word of God and the life of the Church in her liturgy
and formal worship, sacramental celebrations and preaching, the inspiring of pastoral
activity, formation and private prayer in all of the faithful: ordained, religious, and lay,
especially in family life.
Third, Pope Benedict addresses the issue of the mission of the Church to bring the word of
God to the world not just by proclaiming it in itself, but through its proclamation in the social
issues and cultural settings of today’s world, as well as in the ecumenical and interreligious
dialogue in which the Church engages.
His closing words are a prayer that –
‘every day of our lives … be shaped by a renewed encounter with Christ, the Word of the
Father made flesh: he stands at the beginning and the end, and “in him all things hold
together” (Colossians 1:17) Let us be silent in order to hear the Lord’s word and to meditate
upon it, so that by the working of the Holy Spirit it may remain in our hearts and speak to us
all the days of our lives. In this way the Church will always be renewed and rejuvenated,
thanks
to
the
word
of
the
Lord
which
remains
for
ever
(cf.
1 Peter 1:25; Isaiah 40:8).’[4]
Pope Benedict has spoken of the joy that comes when by the power of the Holy Spirit the
divine word enters into us and bears fruit for eternal life. Joy that is to be shared, for ‘By
proclaiming God’s word in the power of the Holy Spirit, we also wish to share the source of
true joy, not a superficial and fleeting joy, but the joy born of the awareness that the Lord
Jesus alone has words of everlasting life. (cf. John 6:68)’[5]

FUGUE AND COUNTERPOINT
Within three years of the promulgation of Verbum Domini, Pope Francis had been elected
Pope. It was apparent from the very beginning of his pontificate that he saw the need to
make the words of that Apostolic Exhortation a living reality in the Church and World,
proclaiming the place and importance of the Gospels and the Bible as a whole in the life of
the individual and the community. He used his weekly General Audiences on Wednesdays
in St Peter’s Square as well as the Sunday Angelus Message to promote the reading of the
Sacred Scriptures by saying: “Everyone should carry a small bible or pocket edition of the
gospels and should find at least a few minutes every day to read the word of God.” (June
2014) and a month later, repeating the importance of reading a passage from the Gospel
every day; of keeping it in our pockets, our bags, always at hand, as “everything makes
sense when you find this treasure that Jesus called ‘the Kingdom of God’: that is, God who
reigns in your life, in our lives. God is love, peace and joy in every man and in all men. …
Reading the Gospel means finding Jesus and receiving this Christian joy, which is a gift from
the Holy Spirit.”[6]
The message of Verbum Domini was not one for the individual alone, but for the Church
community in all its aspects. “…the Synod called for a particular pastoral commitment to
emphasising the centrality of the word of God in the Church’s life, and recommended a
greater “biblical apostolate”, not alongside other forms of pastoral work, but as a means of
letting the Bible inspire all pastoral work.”[7] This was first formulated by the Fathers of the
Second Vatican Council in the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei
Verbum (N.24) with the purpose of not adding another layer of meetings to pastoral activity,
but rather to make ‘the Bible the inspiration of every ordinary and extraordinary pastoral
outreach [which] will lead to a greater awareness of the person of Christ, who reveals the
Father and is the fullness of divine revelation.’[8]
In October 2012 some six months before Pope Francis’ election in March 2013, bishops
from all the countries of the world gathered in Rome for the 13th General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops to take place in the Catholic Church. This time on the subject of New
Evangelisation – to reflect upon a rediscovery of personal encounter with Jesus and engage
with renewed vigour in the mission of spreading the joy of the Gospel and becoming spiritfilled evangelisers. Now Pope Francis, responded to the Synod proceedings with his
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) in November 2013. In it
he sought to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of
evangelisation marked by the joy of those whose hearts and lives have been filled with their
encounter with Jesus and that as the basis of ‘the renewal of structures demanded by
pastoral conversion.’[9] That Synod and this Exhortation are but one application of the
biblical apostolate called for in 1965 and from which came the Homiletic Directory[10]. The
first part of the Directory is concerned principally with i. the place of the word of God in
liturgical celebration and, ii. the principles of Catholic biblical interpretation.
It is against this whole contemporary background that the celebration of the two
anniversaries was placed. During the spring and early summer of 2018 initial plans were
drawn up, and by the autumn were presented to Bible Society and the Plenary Meeting of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference. Both accepted the proposals and a celebration campaign
to inspire, animate and facilitate the dioceses and parishes in England and Wales in a
greater and yet more innovative use of the Scriptures in daily life was born, with the title ‘The
God Who Speaks’. It was to begin on the feast day of St. Jerome (30th September) 2019 and
run through the liturgical year 2019-20.
PIANISSIMO AND FORTISSIMO
Launch events included Cardinal Vincent Nichols speaking from the National Gallery,
London, about the painting of St. Jerome and St. John the Baptist by the Italian Renaissance
artist Masaccio; the production of 60,000 copies of St Matthew’s Gospel for distribution
across the Catholic community as well as a special edition for prisoners; the creation of this
distinctive website (www.godwhospeaks.uk) to carry Bible related articles in culture, music
and art, prayer and liturgy resources; resources for schools; formation resources and much

more. Since that graduated launch, a huge amount of content has been added to the
website. This in part due to the ever-increasing involvement and demand by schools and
dioceses. The campaign was never intended to be top down, but an omni-directional
exploration and sharing across England and Wales. The project was given two further fillips
by Pope Francis; one, right at the beginning when on 30th September 2019 he gave the
Church the Apostolic Letter, Aperuit Illis (He opened their minds) which draws on Nehemiah
8: 3 and Luke 24: 45. In this Letter the Pope instituted the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’ to
be observed annually on the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time in the Catholic liturgical
calendar. Falling as it does in the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity it deliberately ‘has
ecumenical value.’[11] This short letter of Pope Francis gave timely endorsement to the God
Who Speaks initiative at its outset for what he said was exactly what the campaign was
committed to seeking to do, viz. to ‘help God’s people grow in religious and intimate
familiarity with sacred Scriptures. For as the sacred author taught of old: “This word is very
near to you: it is in your mouth and in your heart for your observance” (Deuteronomy 30:14).’
[12]
The second fillip came this year on the anniversary itself in the Apostolic Letter,’ Scripturae
Sacrae Affectus (Devotion to Sacred Scripture)[13] in which Pope Francis writes of St
Jerome’s ‘living and tender love’ for the written word of God which continues to inspire us in
an age when, ‘Sadly, the richness of Scripture is neglected or minimized by many because
they were not afforded a solid grounding in this area. Together with a greater emphasis on
the study of Scripture in ecclesiastical programmes of training for priests and catechists,
efforts should also be made to provide all the faithful with the resources needed to be able
to open the sacred book and draw from it priceless fruits of wisdom, hope and life.[Dei
Verbum N.12]’[14] It is to provide at all levels of the Church that ‘solid grounding’ in the
Scriptures that the campaign has, and continues to work for. This, like so much else in the
last nine months, has been curtailed by the Coronavirus pandemic, or more correctly had to
change direction and emphasis. COVID has affected hundreds of national and diocesan
initiatives and events; diocesan Scripture Tours that had been planned for venues across
the countries have had to be postponed; the wonderful and remarkable mosaic art work
commissioned specifically for the campaign entitled ‘Little Bits of God’ by the artist Pete
Codling, has yet to be seen in its full splendour by most of the dioceses, albeit there are two
videos of its creation and completion on our website. Like so much else, we have found new
ways to continue the work of the initiative which is now to run until the Sunday of the Word
of God 2022.
CADENZA AND IMPROVISATION
What the lockdowns and Coronavirus restrictions have taught us is that the word of God is
not to be silenced, indeed quite the opposite. This is especially true at the diocesan and
local level where our network of Scripture Champions have used our resources and
opportunities to explore a continued involvement by groups as well as individuals of ways
of celebrating, living and sharing God’s word. Many schools and dioceses have been
engaging with the Bible in creative and innovative ways, from Bible study craft days, St
Jerome’s lion storytelling and Scripture soundbite videos, to Bible art competitions, Scripture
detective trails and Window on the word parish photo shoots. The Coronavirus has thrown
light on areas of life that may well have been overlooked in a time of health and growing
prosperity, and has provided the opportunity to bring the healing, redeeming, and hopeinspiring Word to our world as it is today.
[1] Apostolic Letter Aperuit Illis. Pope Francis 30th September 2019.
[2] Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini 30th September 2010. N. 1.
[3] Ibid. N.5.
[4] Ibid N.124.
[5] Ibid N.123.
[6] Angelus Message. 27th July 2014.
[7] Verbum Domini N.73.
[8] Ibid N.73.
[9] Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium N.27.

[10] Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 29 th June 2014.
[11] Aperuit Illis N.3.
[12] Ibid N. 15.
[13] Apostolic Letter on the 1600th Anniversary of the death of St Jerome. Pope Francis 30th September 2020.
[14] Scripturae Sacrae Affectus.

