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SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 

4th EASTER SUNDAY 
Season of Lent + Easter 

The Year of the Word 
25th April 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Think of the Love the Father has Lavished on us! 
 

 

 

THE WORD THIS WEEK  
 

RISEN INDEED, ALLELUIA! Living in a town, our picture of shepherds may be rather romantic – 

white woolly sheep and idealised young lads (and lasses?) peacefully playing their pan-pipes in rich 

green fields. Far from their modern-day incarnations, roaring round on quad-bikes, or warding off 

stray dogs and sheep rustlers. The pastoral has changed. But the purpose is still that gathering in and 

care for each one, to make sure each can stand on their own two (or four) feet. Peter insists that his 

act of healing kindness was in fact done by Jesus, working ‘remotely’ when the disciples invoked his 

saving name. Basking in the Father’s love, brought to us in the mystery of Jesus, we still look forward 

to seeing him ‘face to face’: zoom just doesn’t hack it. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:   (Psalter: Week 4)  
 

    Gathering Antiphon:     
      The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth:  

      by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia! 
 

Acts   4:  8 – 12. 
     This is the only name by which we can be saved. 

Response:  Psalm   117.   
       R/.:     The stone which the builders rejected 

      has become the corner stone. 
 

1 John   3:  1 – 2.  
    We shall see God as he really is. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my own sheep and my own know me. 
Alleluia!  

John   10:  11 – 18.       
    The good shepherd is one who lays down his life for his sheep.  

 

        Prayer of the Faithful:        R/. Good shepherd, give answer. 
 

         Preface:   of Easter ii.     Eucharistic Prayer:    iii.  
 

    Communion Antiphon:     
      The good shepherd has risen,  

      who laid down his life for his sheep 

      and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 
  



 

MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
Sat 24th April 

 
 

6.30pm  
4th EASTER SUNDAY  
Canon William Isaac (Public Mass)  

Sun 25th April 10.30am 

6.00pm 

for the People of the Parish (Public Mass) 

for the People of the Parish (Public Mass, Bargoed) 

Mon 26th April 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church  
for Vocations to the Priesthood 

Tues 27th April  

 

9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Margaret Kelly (Public Mass) 

Wed 28th April 2– 4pm Exposition and Adoration  

Thurs 29th April  

9.45am 

10.00am 

Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin, Doctor of the Church 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

MCB Intention 

Fri 30th April 9.45am 

10.00am 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Thanksgiving (MC) (Public Mass)  
Sat 1st May 

 

am 

pm 

6.30pm  

Saint Joseph the Worker 

5th EASTER SUNDAY  
for the People of the Parish (Public Mass) 

Sun 2nd May 10.30am 

6.00pm 

Revd. Richard Byron (Public Mass)  
for the People of the Parish (Public Mass, Bargoed)  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

At any time by arrangement with the priest. 
 

 

THE YEAR OF THE WORD – THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 
 
 

 

‘Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep.  And 
there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold, and these I have to lead as well.  
They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock, and one shepherd.”’ 

     (John 10:14-16)   

 
The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Among all those we pray for in this time,  

we continue to remember all suffering from the virus and its effects.   We remember also: 
Eileen Morris          John Maguire          Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Lloyd Jones 
Mary Gordine         David Mabey           Isobel Cummins  Pauline Richards        Margaret Jones      
Carol Morrissey      Claris Howell          Anne Morgan    Pat Starynski         Yvonne Grandon    
Martyn Western      Marjorie Gurney     Carmen Agius           Lowela Teves              Keith Griffiths        
Pino Emanuelli        Katrin Merry   Sian Thomas              Winifred Benedict Albert Carley         
Mary Everson         Maura Coll    Pat Doheney         Gwyn Bishop     Christine Roberts    
Beth Jones        Mary & Wilson Brown     Frank Price Christopher Bray Richard Elwood 
 

PRAYER CYCLE FOR OUR DIOCESE: Please pray for the People and Parish of Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, Hirwaun, with their priest, Revd. Canon Edward O’Connell. 
 
 
 
“The Lord Jesus gave his whole mystical body a share in the anointing of the Spirit with which he was anointed. 
In that body (the Church) all the faithful are made a holy and kingly priesthood, they offer spiritual sacrifices 
to God through Jesus Christ, and the proclaim the mighty acts of him who has called them out of darkness into 
his admirable light (1 Peter 2: 5-9). Therefore there is no such thing as a member who does not have a share in 
the mission of the whole body. 
“However the Lord also appointed certain men among them as ministers, in order that all might be united in 
one body”          ‘The Ministry and Life of Priests’ :: Vatican Council II  
  



Today, ‘GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY’ is also ‘VOCATIONS 

SUNDAY’, on which we are called to pray especially for vocations to the 

Ministerial Priesthood and the Religious Life, as well as our shared Priesthood in 

Christ. As usual there will be a collection for the Priest Training fund, to help 

pay for the training of new priests. Envelopes are available at the door: Please 

leave your (filled) envelope in the collection basket at the door as you leave Mass. 

Thank you.  Alternatively, you can give online at www.rcadc.org/donations. And 

good news:  This Year donations to the Priest Training Fund will be matched 

pound-for-pound by the Jesuit Seminary and Mission Fund. 
 

At present we have 3 students in training: Gwyn Jones, Dale Cutlan, and Elliot 

Hansen who spent a year with us here in Saint Helen’s Parish. The total annual cost 

for their training amounts to £65,000. 

 

FAMILIES PREPARING TO SHARE COMMUNION 
will meet up with the Catechists on Tuesday 6.30pm. The zoom code is 

the same as for the last meeting, two weeks ago. If you can find it, please 

email the Parish office before Tuesday. And before Tuesday please 

work through Chapter 2 of the books together, ‘We learn about the 

Mass’. Thank you.  

 

Unfortunately there will be no SHARING  

THE NEXT SUNDAY SCRIPTURES this week, as the Parish Zoom 

is being used for a Diocesan Committee. 

 

“Spread the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish.” 

The Diocesan Evangelisation Commission is pleased to announce that 44 parishioners and clergy 

from parishes across the Archdiocese began the new Evangelisation training on Wednesday.  We had 

more applications than we could take on the first run and applications are still coming in. So a second 

run of sessions has now been arranged.  The dates will be Tuesday, September 28th, October 5th, 

12th and 19th, and November 2nd, 9th and 16th.   

The evenings are open to all parishioners and clergy across the Archdiocese. Running for seven weeks 

via zoom they are an hour and a half long, covering the Great Commission and the basic Gospel 

message, a rudimentary history of the early church, and important messages from recent papal papers, 

as well as how to give witness testimonies, evangelise non-church going Catholics, and tools for 

building a parish team to evangelise. Then the ‘Genesis Mission’ will be offered as a follow-on 

activity, providing the necessary skills for successful encounters. For more information and to register 

for the second run, please email Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org. 

Is this something in which you would like to be involved? Why not join the Parish Team? 

 

GRADUAL RE-OPENING OF THE CHURCH, we hope! We now have 

Mass on four days a week, but this depends both on stewarding before mass, and 

cleaning after – or rather Stewards and Cleaners! Though we have been supported 

by a very faithful, but small band of both so far, we need more help in both these 

areas if we are to continue as we are, and much more if we are to open up any more. 

Please talk to Keith Anthony or any of the Stewards to ask to join their ranks – they 

will also tell you about cleaning. 

AND FOR THE HALL? The date for (children’s) activities to resume in Wales 

looks like 17th May. But this will depend on proper arrangements for booking, 

opening and locking up, and cleaning: we will need at least two volunteers: one in 

charge of Bookings; and a key-holder able to open and lock up before and after 

events, and maybe ensure that the users clean through properly. For convenience, 

both of these should if possible live near to the hall, or have ready transport. 
  

mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
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VIRTUAL COMMUNITY:  
 

Date Time Event 

Sat 24th April 6.30pm EASTER MASS  
Sun 25th April 10.30am 

11.30am 

EASTER MASS  

Parish Coffee morning zoom 
Tues 27th April 6.30pm Families Prepare to Share Communion  

Sat 1st May 6.30pm EASTER MASS 
Sun 2nd May 10.30am 

11.30am 

EASTER MASS 

Parish Coffee morning zoom 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH  
Part 1: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH.   Section 1: ‘I Believe’ – ‘We Believe’    

Chapter 3: Man’s Response to God.    Article 2: We Believe. 

III. Only One Faith 

(172) Through the centuries, in so many languages, cultures, peoples and nations, the Church 

has constantly confessed this one faith, received from the one Lord, transmitted by one 

Baptism, and grounded in the conviction that all people have only one God and Father 

(Cf. Eph 4:4-6.). 
Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, a witness of this faith, declared: 

(173) “Indeed, the Church, though scattered throughout the whole world, even to the ends 

of the earth, having received the faith from the apostles and their disciples. . . guards [this 

preaching and faith] with care, as dwelling in but a single house, and similarly believes as if 

having but one soul and a single heart, and preaches, teaches and hands on this faith with a 

unanimous voice, as if possessing only one mouth” (St. Irenaeus, Adv. haeres. 1,10,1-2:PG 7/1,549-552).
                              (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992) 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Directory   
Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192                         

Safeguarding Officer: 20864112                 SVP: 20883462               Bereavement support:  20863450                 

    Music: 07971848734.              Hall Bookings: 20883192           Piety shop: 20862998           

Cafod: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     

     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity.  
 

 
 

“This I ask you: be shepherds, with the “odour of the sheep”, make it real, as shepherds among your 
flock, fishers of men. True enough, the so-called crisis of priestly identity threatens us all and adds to the 
broader cultural crisis; but if we can resist its onslaught, we will be able to put out in the name of the 
Lord and cast our nets. It is not a bad thing that reality itself forces us to “put out into the deep”, where 
what we are by grace is clearly seen as pure grace, out into the deep of the contemporary world, where 
the only thing that counts is “unction” – not function – and the nets which overflow with fish are those 
cast solely in the name of the One in whom we have put our trust: Jesus.” 

Pope Francis to the Priests 
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