
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL AND MASS 
OF OUR LORD'S RESURRECTION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

        The Easter Vigil and Mass (usually) celebrates the  
      Outpouring of God’s mercy in four movements: 
 
 
 1.  A Festival of Light; 
 

            2.  A festival of Story; 
 
 

      3.  A festival of Water, 
             with Baptism, Confirmation of Adults,  
              and the general renewal of our Baptismal Promises; 
 
 

 4.  A festival of Thanks (‘Eucharist’), 
      "when the whole Church is called to the table the Lord has prepared for his people through  
        his death and resurrection."   (Roman Missal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     As we keep vigil for the new dawn, we tell the stories of God and His People, our story, in the 
new light of Christ, the visible sign of the merciful Father. We remember the wonderful story of God 
gradually instructing and forming a People for himself, through his constant mercy and renewal of 
the Covenants, as we have heard in the Scriptures this Lent.  

We celebrate Christ’s PassOver, and the out-pouring of love and mercy from his pierced side, into 
which we are plunged and baptised, in which we have Communion. 
     In this vigil we read our own history and our present life by the light of the Risen Christ.   We 
respond to each 'word of love' in song, followed by a prayer for which we stand.  

  



 
 
 

Part One   
SOLEMN BEGINNING OF THE VIGIL 

THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHT 
 
 

>without the usual gathering outside the darkened church  
around a fire, and the preparation, lighting, and procession,  

           the Paschal Candle is lit, and welcomed:      
 

Priest:  The Light of Christ! All:  Thanks be to God!          
 

 
 

  
 

  >The Cantor chants the Hymn of Praise of the Paschal Candle, the 'Exultet'   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Part Two   
THE FESTIVAL OF STORY 

 
 

 
 

  > Reading:      Genesis   22:  1 – 18. 
 

    >Response:      Psalm   15:  5.  8 – 11. 
      R/.     Preserve me God, I take refuge in you. 
 
 

   >Prayer  
 

  
 
 

 > Reading:   Exodus   14: 15    –    15: 1 

 

  >Response:   Exodus   15:  1 – 6,  17 – 18. 
    (Sung solo) 
  
> Prayer 

 
 

 
> Reading:      Isaiah   55:  1 – 11. 
 

    >Response:      Isaiah   12:  2 – 6. 
         R/.  With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

     

    > Prayer 
      
 

 
> Reading:   Baruch   3:  9  – 15,  32    –   4.  4 

 

    >Response:   Psalm   18:  8 – 11. 
   (Sung solo) 

    > Prayer 
  

11. 



Text @2010 ICEL;  

 

> After the last Reading from the Old Covenant, with its responsary and prayer,  
   the altar is lit, and the Church's Hymn of Praise is recited:  
 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to people of good will. 
We praise you,     we bless, you,      we adore you,      we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly king, O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer, 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord;  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
>Opening Prayer of the Mass 

 
>New Testament Reading:   Romans   6:  3 – 11. 
 
>Gospel Procession (The Easter Song of Victory): 
 

      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

      1. Give thanks to the Lord, he is good, 
         the love of the Lord knows no ending. 
         Sons of Israel say, 
         “His love has no end”.  
      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

  

2. The right hand of God raised me up, 
    the hand of the Lord has triumphed. 
    I shall not die, I shall live   
    telling his deeds. 

                  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

    3. The stone which the builders rejected    
becomes the corner stone chosen. 
Praise the work of God for this 
marvel in our eyes. 

        Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
>Gospel:             Mark   16:  1 – 7.    
 
>Homily 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



“I DO!” 

 

Part Three 
THE FESTIVAL OF WATER 

 + CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 
 
> Though we can have no Baptism today, 
    we bless the Waters of New Life in hope and expectation: 
 
> Invitation to Prayer  
 
>Blessing of Water 

 
> Renewal of Baptism and its promises 
 

> We all light the candles we have prepared,  
     or our Baptismal Candle if we have one,  
     and standing together, we renounce sin and profess our faith,  
     by responding clearly:                       
 

> If we have holy water (or water we blessed with prayer ourselves),  
    we make the sign of the cross on each other’s forehead. 
 
 

>General Intercessions:    R/. “Lord of life, make all things new” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part Four 
THE FESTIVAL OF THANKS 

 
>  Offertory:  1. We place upon Your table  

a gleaming cloth of white, 
the weaving of our stories,  
the fabric of our lives, 
the dreams of those before us,  
the ancient hopeful cries, 
the promise of our future,  
our needing and our nurture 
lie here before our lives. 

 

   
 
 
>  Preface of Easter 1. 
       >Acclamation:  Holy, holy, holy Lord …. 

 
>Eucharistic Prayer 1. 
 

     >Acclamation:      We proclaim your death, O Lord, …. 
     >Acclamation:      Amen!  
 
 
 

We come to Your feast,  
we come to your feast, 
the young and the old,  
the frightened ,the bold,  
the greatest and the least. 
We come to your Feast,  
we come to your Feast, 
with the fruit of our lands  
and the work of our hands 
we come to your feast.  



>Rite of Communion 
    

     >The Lord’s Prayer 
 

     >Sharing the Easter Peace 
 

    >The Breaking of Bread: Lamb of God, you take away …. 
 

    >Communion Procession:    
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name! 

 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth,  
he is the king of creation: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks … 
 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth     
Jesus has died and is risen: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks … 
 

We have been crucified with Christ; 
now we shall live for ever: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks … 
 

God has proclaimed the just reward, 
life for us all, Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks … 
 

Come let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks … 
         Don Fishel 

 
 
 

>Concluding Rites 
 

   >Closing Prayer 
 

   >Easter blessing    
 

   >Easter Dismissal:    ‘Go in the Peace of Christ, Alleluia, Alleluia!’ 
    “Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!” 
 
 

>Closing Hymn:        Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;  
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave-clothes, where thy body lay.  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 

 

      Lo, Jesus meets us risen from the tomb;  
      lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;  
      let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
      for her Lord is living, death has lost its sting. 
            Thine… 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;  
life is nought without thee; aid us in our strife;  
make us more than conquerors,  

through thy deathless love;  
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
      Thine… 


