
Happy Christmas 
and  

a Blessed New Year 
to  

all the Parish 

  SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 

 The Season of Advent+Christmas 

2nd SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS 
2nd January 2022 

 

 
 

 

 MAY HE ENLIGHTEN THE EYES OF YOUR MIND 
THE WORD THIS WEEK 
Where do we look for God? What do we expect him to look like? Probably not an old man with a beard 

in the sky. So, a huge brain beyond our capacity to comprehend? A mystery to be solved? John speaks of 

Word and Light and Truth; but ends up with ‘Flesh’, human skin we can see and touch and relate to, love 

made visible, who ‘pitches his tent’ among his (ordinary/chosen) people. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:  (Psalter: Week 2)  
 

       Gathering Antiphon:     
When a profound silence covered all things  

and night was in the middle of its course, 

your all powerful Word, O Lord,  

bounded from heaven’s royal throne.  
Ecclesiasticus   24:  1  - 2,  8 – 12.  
     The wisdom of God has pitched her tent among the chosen people.  

Response:   Psalm  147. 
R/.   The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 

O Praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 

Zion, praise your God! 

He has strengthened the bars of your gates, 

he has blessed the children within you. 
 

He established peace on your borders, 

he feeds you with finest wheat. 

He sends out his word to the earth 

and swiftly runs his command. 
 

He makes his word known to Jacob, 

to Israel his laws and decrees. 

He has not dealt thus with other nations; 

 he has not taught them his decrees. 

 

Ephesians   1:  3 – 6,  15 – 18. 
     He determined that we should become his adopted children through Jesus. 
 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans;  
Glory to you, O Christ, believed in by the world. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

John   1:  1 – 18.     
    The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 
 

       Prayer of the Faithful:        R/. Word made flesh, live among us.     

 

Preface:  of Christmas.     Eucharistic Prayer: iii 
 

Communion Antiphon:      To all who would accept him,  
he gave the power to become children of God. 

  

 



 

 MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
 

Sat 1st January 
 

6.30pm 
 

2nd SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS 

for Peace  
 

 

Sun 2nd January 

 

 

10.30am 

12 noon 

 

for the People of the Parish   

for the People of the Parish  

Mon 3rd January  

9.45am 

10.00am 

The Holy Name of Jesus 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Ann Head 80th Birthday(Friends) 

Tues 4th January 9.45am 

10.00am  

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Jill Goldsmith (GG)  

Wed 5th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

2 – 4 pm 
 

7.00pm 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Sheila McNally (BM) 

Exposition and Adoration  

The EPIPHANY of OUR LORD  
for the People of the Parish T 

Thurs 6th January 10.00am Pat Lewis (SW) 

Fri 7th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Jack, Nora, + Patrick Barrett (CH)  

Sat 8th January   10.00am 

 

6.30pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   
The BAPTISM of OUR LORD 

Thanksgiving (VT) 

Sun 9th January 

 

10.30am 

12 noon 

for the People of the Parish    

for the People of the Parish  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday 10.00am, or at any time by arrangement with the priest.  
 

 

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Please remember in a special way at this time all who 

are sick, short term with Covid or with winter bugs, and those suffering long-term or chronic 
illness: 
Eileen Morris          John Maguire          Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Lloyd Jones 
Mary Gordine         Isobel Cummins  Pauline Richards        Margaret Jones       Carol Morrissey      
Claris Howell          Frank Price   Anne Morgan    Pat Starynski         Yvonne Grandon    
Martyn Western      Marjorie Gurney     Carmen Agius           Lowela Teves              Keith Griffiths        
Pino Emanuelli        Katrin Merry   Vinifred Benedict  Albert Carley          Mary Everson         
Maura Coll         Gwyn Bishop   Christine Roberts     Christopher Bray     Loraine Nolan         
Mark Emery        Ann Head    Mary & Wilson Brown      
 

PRAYER CYCLE FOR OUR DIOCESE: Please pray for the Abbey of Saint Michael and 
All Angels, Belmont: for the Abbot of Belmont, The Right Reverend Paul Stonham, and the Fathers 
and Brothers of Benedictine Community of Belmont; for the Parish Deacon Eddie Wyman; and for 
their care for the Retreat Centre. Holy Trinity Monastery of Benedictine Nuns, Wormbridge. 
 
      

    THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 
 

“The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.”       (John  1: 14)   

 
 
 

Saint Helen’s RC Primary School, has spaces 

available for those children who are eligible to join Nursery in 
September 2022.  If your child turns three on or before 31st August 
2022, then please contact Saint Helen’s School via email at 
sthpa@caerphilly.gov.uk, or by telephone, number 029 20852532.  
  

mailto:sthpa@caerphilly.gov.uk


THE PARISH DISCERNMENT GROUP meets (virtually) at 7pm on Sunday.  

(the ‘PDC’ is an informal group of parishioners Father started asking ‘what do 

we do now?’ questions at the start of the pandemic as the various directives and 

lock-downs came out. They continue to help think about how we move forward 

and re-form the Parish in the new post-covid world.) If you have insights into 

’What-We-Should-Do-Now’, please speak to our Synod reps, Jayne 

McFarlane and Becci Newton, to Brett Pugh, Geraldine Holmes, Kath 

Jones,, Martyn Western, Kate Duffin, or Amy Jenner, or to Father John. 

 
THE PARISH BOOK CLUB meets (virtually) at 7.30pm on Tuesday, to talk 

about December’s book, Colm Toibin’s ‘Brooklyn’, and choose a book for this month. 
EVERYONE is welcome.  To join in, please use Zoom Meeting ID: 818 7431 4444 

 

Thursday is The Feast of THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD, 

‘Little Christmas, the 12th day of Christmas, end of the Christmas 

festivities, and a favourite with Eastern Christians, many Europeans, and 

the children. We will celebrate the feast of ‘God’s Showing-Off’ with a 

vigil Mass at 7.00pm on Wednesday evening, and a 10.00am Mass on 

the day.  As this is the first day back for School Pupils, the children of 

Saint Helen’s school will not be brought to the morning Mass; instead the 

live-stream will be available in both the Primary and Cardinal Newman 

Secondary Schools. But being there in person is always preferable, so 

young people and families are all welcome to come in person.  

 

The CHILDREN’S LITURGY of THE WORD, ‘CLoW’ allows our 

primary age children to hear each Sunday Gospel and scriptures in ways related 

and relevant to them – in other words, not in full version, and long and irrelevant 

homily. Sharing the weekly Word with them is a most important ministry, Next 

Sunday. 3 – 4pm, we will have a chance to look at how we can do it, what 

resources are available, who is willing to take on the ministry, and how we can 

divide up the Sundays between us, Several people have indicated that they would 

like to be involved, and plan to come along. If you would also be interested, please 

join them - thank you.  

 
AFGHANISTAN APPEAL: CAFOD is combining efforts with 

the DEC to launch the Afghanistan Crisis Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 
8 million people are on the brink of famine because of drought, 
collapsing economy, food shortages, conflict, and COVID. CAFOD 
is supporting sister Caritas agencies to reach communities most 
in need with food, clean water, and fuel. During Advent, when we 
open ourselves to the needs of others, let’s do all that we can to 
save lives. You can donate on the CAFOD website: 
cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal and please pray for the people of 
Afghanistan.  
This year’s CRIB OFFERINGS will all go towards this appeal. 

 
Next Sunday is often when we are asked to support charities fighting 
abortion. Earlier this year Nuala Scarisbrick died: With her husband 
Jack she founded ‘LIFE’, a charity dedicated to helping, counselling, and 
practically supporting women struggling with pregnancy problems. They 
were outstanding campaigners for respect and care for the unborn for 
over 50 years. To remember Nuala, the charity has set up a ‘Founders’ 
Fund’. We will hold a second collection in support at Mass next weekend. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Afghanistan-Crisis-Appeal


 

SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY  
Date Time Event 

Sun 2nd January 11.30am 

7.00pm 

Coffee Morning 

Parish Discernment Group 
Tues 4th January 7.30pm Parish Book Club 

Fri 7th January 11.45am Street Pastors’ Trustees 

Sat 8th January 3.00 - 6.00pm Party 

Sun 9th January 11.30am 

3.00 – 4.00pm 

Coffee Morning  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLoW) Planning 

 

 
 

 

He adds: “Made me wonder a bit about the thought from Archbishop Romero that appeared in last 

week’s newsletter, and worry for myself:”  

As the martyred archbishop of El Salvador, Oscar Romero, once said, it is only the poor and 
hungry, those who know they need someone to come on their behalf, who can celebrate 
Christmas. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

    LIFE Appeal  next Saturday and Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Directory        Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192           

Safeguarding Officer: cmben@hotmail.com      SVP: 20883462            Bereavement support:  20863450                 

    Music: 07971848734.              Hall Bookings: 07533 082601           Piety shop: 20862998           

Cafod: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     
     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity, No. 1177272 
  

THANK YOU! A huge ‘THANK YOU’ from Father John for the very generous 

‘Christmas offerings’ in the collection over Christmas, or put through the letter box, 

or sent by post, and for the many Christmas cards and generous and thoughtful 

presents, of food and drink, books and diaries, DVDs and even jumpers.  Christmas 

afternoon was just sitting there, wondering where to start (but considerable inroads 

have been made since!) Thank you all, Father John. 

mailto:cmben@hotmail.com
mailto:appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
http://www.sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


