
THE WORD THIS WEEK 
30 years after the Epihany/Revelation 

to the wise men, Jesus goes public: 

Baptised by John at the Jordan; 

leveling the landscape so all can see 

‘here is our God’; sharing the 

cleansing waters ‘so that we should be 

justified by his grace’ - ‘not because of 

any righteous actions we might have 

done’. The end of Christmas is a new 

beginning for us all. 

  SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 

The Season of Advent+Christmas 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
9th January 2022 

 
 

 

 
 

 So That We Should Be Justified By His Grace 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:  (Psalter: Week 1)  
 

       Gathering Antiphon:     
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened,  

and the Spirit descended on him like a dove, 

and the voice of the Father thundered: 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.  
Isaiah   40:  1 – 5,  9 – 11.  
     The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it. 

Response:   Psalm  103. 
    R/. Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are. 
Lord God, how great you are, 
clothed in majesty and glory, 
wrapped in light as in a robe! 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
 

Above the rains you build your dwelling. 
You make the clouds your chariot, 
you walk on the wings of the wind, 
you make the winds your messengers // 

and flashing fire your servants. 
 

How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
There is the sea vast and wide // 
 with its moving swarms past counting// 
    living things great and small. 
 

All of these look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 
You give it, they gather it up: 
you open your hand, they have their fill. 
 

You take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth. 

 

Titus   2:  11 – 14,     3:   4 – 7. 
     He saved us by the cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit. 
 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Someone is coming said John, someone greater than I. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Luke   3:  15 – 16.  21 – 22.     
    While Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened. 

  

Prayer of the Faithful:   

    R/. Lord, renew the face of the earth 
 

Preface:  of the feast.     Eucharistic Prayer: iii 
 

Communion Antiphon:           
           Behold the One of whom John said:  
 I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 



 

 MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
 

Sat 8th January 
 

6.30pm 
 

The BAPTISM of OUR LORD 

Thanksgiving (VT) 
 

 

Sun 9th January 

 

 

10.30am 

12 noon 

 

for the People of the Parish   

for the People of the Parish  

Mon 10th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Thanksgiving (TT) 

Tues 11th January 9.45am 

10.00am  

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Renee Marie Bourdon  

Wed 12th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

2 – 4 pm 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Peter Kelly 

Exposition and Adoration  

Thurs 13th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Margaret Kelly 

Fri 14th January 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Anne Marie Bourdon  

Sat 15th January   10.00am 

 

6.30pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   
2nd SUNDAY of the YEAR 

(‘PEACE SUNDAY’) 

for Peace 

Sun 16th January 

 

10.30am 

12 noon 

Eileen Wood (BN) 

for the People of the Parish  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday 10.00am, or at any time by arrangement with the priest.  
 

 

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Please remember in a special way at this time all who 
are sick, short term with Covid or with winter bugs, and those suffering long-term or chronic 
illness: 
Eileen Morris          John Maguire          Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Lloyd Jones 
Mary Gordine         Isobel Cummins  Pauline Richards        Margaret Jones       Carol Morrissey      
Claris Howell          Frank Price   Anne Morgan    Pat Starynski         Yvonne Grandon    
Martyn Western      Marjorie Gurney     Carmen Agius           Lowela Teves              Keith Griffiths        
Pino Emanuelli        Katrin Merry   Vinifred Benedict  Albert Carley          Mary Everson         
Maura Coll         Gwyn Bishop   Christine Roberts     Christopher Bray     Loraine Nolan         
Mark Emery        Ann Head    Mary & Wilson Brown     
  
 
 

PRAYER CYCLE FOR OUR DIOCESE: Please pray for 
the Parish of Saint Joseph, Bromyard, with their Priest, Revd. Paul 
Millar, and their care for Bromyard Community Hospital. 

 
 

Saint Helen’s RC Primary 
School, has spaces available for those 

children who are eligible to join Nursery in 
September 2022.  If your child turns three 
on or before 31st August 2022, then please 
contact Saint Helen’s School via email at 
sthpa@caerphilly.gov.uk, or by telephone, 
number 029 20852532.  

  

mailto:sthpa@caerphilly.gov.uk


As we leave Mass today we will have a Second Collection for the Anti-Abortion 

Charity and action Group LIFE. Earlier this year the founder and long-term 

administrator Nuala Scarisbrick died:  With her husband Jack, she ran ‘LIFE’ as 

a charity offering help, counselling, and practical support to women struggling 

with pregnancy problems. They were outstanding campaigners for respect and 

care for the unborn for over 50 years. To remember Nuala, the charity has set up 

a ‘Founders’ Fund’ to continue the work: Please be generous. 

 

The CHILDREN’S LITURGY of the WORD, ‘CLoW’ allows our 

primary age children to hear each Sunday Gospel and scriptures in ways related 

and relevant to them – in other words, not in full version, and long and irrelevant 

homily. Sharing the weekly Word with them is a most important ministry, This 

Sunday. 3 – 4pm, we will have a chance to look at how we can do it, what 

resources are available, who is willing to take on the ministry, and how we can 

divide up the Sundays between us, Several people have already indicated that they 

would like to be involved, and plan to come along. If you would also be interested, 

please join them - Thank you.  

 

                The S.V.P. meet on Monday evening, 6pm in the Hall. 

 

THE ADULT SINGING GROUP will reconvene on Monday 10th January at 

7pm in Saint Helen’s Church. We will be preparing hymns for the coming season and 

for Easter. New members are always welcome. We are a friendly and informal group 

who will be meeting on a weekly basis up to Easter. 

 

PREPARING FOR YOUR CHILD’S BAPTISM: starts this Tuesday evening, via 

zoom, and will continue for the next two Tuesday evenings: Not registered yet? Please send 

an email to the Parish Office  today, to receive the code to join in. 

 

The SYNOD TEAM, with the support of the PARISH 

DISCERNMENT GROUP have postponed the first ‘open meeting’, 

due this Thursday, due to Omicron uncertainties. Instead they plan an open 

afternoon on Sunday 30th January, and before that other (less threatening?) 

ways for us all to enter into and contribute to the deliberations: To finalise 

these, they will ‘zoom’ together briefly on Thursday evening. 

 

Next Sunday we celebrate ‘PEACE SUNDAY’, with the Pope’s theme: 

“Dialogue between Generations, Education, Work and Dialogue: Tools for 

Building Lasting Peace”. (to read the pope’s message, please go to 

https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2022/. Pax Christi prayer cards will be 

available, and a collection basket for contributions to the work of Pax Christi, the 

Church’s international agency for promoting peace. 
 

 
AFGHANISTAN APPEAL: CAFOD is combining efforts with 

the DEC to launch the Afghanistan Crisis Appeal: 8 million people 
are on the brink of famine because of drought, collapsing 
economy, food shortages, conflict, and COVID. CAFOD is 
supporting sister Caritas agencies to reach communities most in 
need with food, clean water, and fuel. You can donate on the 
CAFOD website: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal and please 
pray for the people of Afghanistan.  
This year’s CRIB OFFERINGS will all go towards this appeal. 

  

https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2022/
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Afghanistan-Crisis-Appeal


SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY  
Date Time Event 

Sun 9th January 11.30am 

3.00 – 4.00pm 

Coffee Morning 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLoW) Planning  
Mon 10th January 6.00pm 

7.00pm 

S. V. P. 

Singing Group (in church) 
Tues 11th January 10.30 – 12.30 

7.30pm 

Music Appreciation 

Baptism Preparation (Zoom) 
Thurs 13th January 6.30pm 

7.00pm 

Youth Choir (in church) 

Synod Team + Discernment Group Zoom 
Fri 14th January 1.15 – 3.15pm History Group 

Sun 16th January 11.30am Coffee Morning  

 
COLLECTIONS    26th December + 2nd January 
Gift  Aided envelopes £   30.00 
Other envelopes £   84.00 
Loose £ 327.27 
Total  £ 441.27                 Thank You. 
Crib, for Afghanistan £ 159.85                 Many Thanks. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

    LIFE Appeal  this Saturday and Sunday. 

 

 

 
 

Parish Directory        Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192           

Safeguarding Officer: cmben@hotmail.com      SVP: 20883462            Bereavement support:  20863450                 

    Music: 07971848734.              Hall Bookings: 07533 082601           Piety shop: 20862998           

Cafod: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     
     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity, No. 1177272 
  

THANK YOU also to all who prepared, celebrated, and enjoyed the Christmas feasts: those who 

washed and arranged the linen and altar cloths, cleaned the candle-stick and other bits, cleaned and 

polished the church, arranged the flowers and decorated the church, and set up the crib; the musicians 

and choirs who planned and practiced to music under the ‘baton’ of Brett: Cathy, Cath, Tracey, and 

a guest appearance from Keiron; and the soloists Claire and Zara and Cath; thank you to the 

Ministers of the Word, the Communion Ministers, the Stewards, and all who cleaned and tidied after 

each celebration; and thank you to the children who worked hard on the homily at 4pm on Christmas 

eve, some with words, others reminding us of the crying of the baby Jesus in the crib!  

mailto:cmben@hotmail.com
mailto:appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
http://www.sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


