
THE WORD THIS WEEK 
Wisdom reveals to us God and God’s ways – 

but who’s wisdom: Ours, or God’s? The Old 

Testament character of Wisdom is sometimes 

seen as a revelation of the Holy Spirit, 

sometimes as the Christ.   In the flesh, in the 

Gospel, Jesus speaks common sense, but warns 

that sticking to it seriously is challenging.    

Paul, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 

experiences that truth. But it doesn’t prevent 

him speaking, seeking, and living-out the 

liberating and gentle love of God for each one 

of us, in Christ Jesus.  
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WORK OUT THE COST 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:  (Psalter: Week 3)  
 

       Gathering Antiphon:            
      You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
       treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.         

Wisdom   9:  13 – 18.   
     Who can divine the will of the Lord? 

Response:      Psalm   89.  
You turn men back into dust 
and say, ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years // 
    are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. 
 

You sweep men away like a dream, 
like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. 
 

Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. 
     

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. 

 

Philemon   9 – 10.   12 – 17. 
    Have him back, not as a slave any more, but as a dear brother. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant,  
and teach me your decrees. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Luke   14:  25 – 33.       
    None of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possession. 

 

    Prayer of the Faithful:   R/. Lord, show pity to your servants. 
 

   Preface + Eucharistic Prayer:  For Various Need iii: Jesus, the Way to the Father.  
 

   Communion Antiphon:     I am the light of the world, says the Lord;  
       whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,  
       but will have the light of life. 

  



      MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
 

Sat 3rd September 
 

 

6.30pm 

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Dan Magee (AM) 

 

Sun 4th September 

 

 

10.30am 

6.00pm 

 

For the People of the Parish 

Maxgorzata Tomczyk (KZ) (Bargoed)  
Mon 5th September 9.45am 

10.00am 

6.00pm 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Giovanni + Faustina Fecci (R+GF) 

Reception of the Body of Isabelle Cummings 

Tues 6th September 9.45am 

20.00pm 

Requiem for Yvonne Grandon 

Funeral Service for Isabelle Cummings 

Wed 7th September 9.45am 

10.00am  

2 – 4 pm  

Morning Prayer of the Church with Word and Communion 

Harold + Johanna Jones (P+PAJ) 

Adoration 

Thurs 8th September  

3.00pm 

THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Mass for the sick 

Fri 9th September   

9.45am 

10.00am 

Blessed Frederick Ozanam 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

John Phelan (BP) 

Sat 10th September    

6.30pm 
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
Francis + Lazar (TT) 

Sun 11th September 

 

10.30am 

 

6.00pm 

for our Schools 

    with the Baptism of Leonardo Walker 

Joe Rossi (I+MR) (Bargoed)  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday 5.45 – 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement with the priest.  
 

 

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Please remember at this time all who are ill, in hospital or at 

home, short term or suffering long-term or chronic sickness. We pray especially for: 
Eileen Morris          John Maguire          Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Jackie Jones 
Mary Gordine         Pauline Richards     Margaret Jones        Carol Morrissey       Frank Price        
Anne Morgan          Pat Starynski          Marjorie Gurney      Carmen Agius             Keith Griffiths             
Pino Emanuelli        Katrin Merry  Albert Carley           Mary Everson              Maura Coll         
Gwyn Bishop       Christine Roberts     Loraine Nolan              Ann Head             Wilson Brown    

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

 
 

 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many have become familiar with the 

concept of being muted in conversations. Many voices are muted in public 

discourse around climate change and the ethics of Earth-keeping. 

These are voices of those who suffer the impacts of climate change. These are voices of people who 

hold generational wisdom about how to live gratefully within the limits of the land. These are voices 

of a diminishing diversity of more-than-human species. It is the voice of the Earth. 
 

This year’s symbol:  
the burning bush 
The burning bush is the Symbol for the Season of Creation 2022. Today, the prevalence of unnatural 

fires are a sign of the devastating effects that climate change has on the most vulnerable of our planet. 

Creation cries out as forests crackle, animals flee, and people are forced to migrate due to the fires of 

injustice.   However the fire that called to Moses as he tended the flock on Mount Horeb did not 

consume or destroy the bush. This flame of the Spirit revealed God’s presence. This holy fire affirmed 

that God heard the cries of all who suffered, and promised “Come, I will send you, I will be with you”   

“I have heard their cry…I know their sufferings… 
Come, now! I will send you…I will be with you”  (Exodus 3: 1-12) 



SUNDAY MASS today will be on the big lawn behind the church (weather permitting)  

to celebrate ‘The Season of Creation’ and renew our prayer and care for it. 

 

The SYNOD DISCERNMENT GROUP meets on Sunday, 7.30pm in the hall: All welcome. 

 
AS SCHOOL STARTS AGAIN we pray for all the pupils of 
Saint Helen’s Primary school, Cardinal Newman High School, and 
Saint David’s 6th Form College, for their families, and for the teachers 
and staffs who work with them and for them. May God keep them and 
bless them all through this academic year  

 
The SINGING GROUPS, 

senior and junior start up again 

this week, on Mondays and on 

Thrursdays: come to enjoy the singing, 

the learning, and the company.  

 
THE PARENTS AND TODDLERS GROUP starts up again this Wednesday: Many thanks 
to Beth Orriss and the ‘Nanas Group’ for keeping this excellent outreach going for the Parish. After 
Half term we hope to open on Mondays as well as Wednesdays: - Can you help with this? 

 
MASS FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: 
on Thursday, the feast of the Birthday of Our Lady, we will 
celebrate Mass in the Hall for all who’s circumstances make 
it hard to get to Mass at regular times. The SVP is 
coordination lifts and other arrangements: If you can offer a 
lift, and if you, or someone you know, need a lift, please 
contact the SVP on 07704 292 945, or speak directly to Jayne McFarlane, Catherine Pritchard, Chris 
Price, or Sandra Williams.  
 

 

 

 
Starting later this month in the parish, 

                                the RCIA: 

Who is on the journey? 

• Unbaptised adults (who will become catechumens) asking for Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist 

• Adults baptised in another Christian tradition – or candidates – asking for full reception into 

the Catholic Church 

• Baptised Catholics, asking for Confirmation and Eucharist 

We follow the Sycamore programme – The Catholic Faith Explained.  Sycamore looks at the central 

beliefs and practices of Catholic Christianity, and the most common questions that people raise.  

Topics include the existence of God, the death and Resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the 

Church, the Bible, the gift of faith, the power of prayer and the sacraments. 

If you feel called in your journey of faith that RCIA might just be for you and you would like to 

express an interest in joining the RCIA group please see Kate Duffin or Canon John. 

 

A CHILD FOR RECONCILIATION (and Communion)?  Please pick up a 

(purple) registration form from the porch and return it to the Parish Office, or to one of the 

welcomers at Mass (but not later than Tuesday 13th September to ensure there is a book for 

your child.)  On Tuesday 20th September all the parents who have registered will meet for 

an introduction and overview of the Parish preparation, with a clear timetable. 
  

The SVP (Saint Vincent de Paul Society) 
meets on Monday, 6pm in the Hall.     

 
The Parish BOOK CLUB meets  
on Tuesday, 7pm in the Hall. 



 

SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY  
Date Time Event 

Sun 4th September 11.30am 
7.30pm 

Tea & Coffee, Biscuits & Company 
Synod /Parish Discernment Gathering 

Mon 5th September 6.00pm  
7.00pm 

S.V.P. 
Senior Singing Group (in church) 

Tues 6th September 7.30pm The Parish Book Club 

Wed 7th September 9.30am Parents and Toddlers  

Thurs 8th September 2.00pm 
6.30pm 

Mass for the sick 
Junior Singing Group (in church) 

Sat 10th September 9.30 – 11.30am Dance 

Sun 11th September 11.30am Tea & Coffee, Biscuits & Company 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“If we learn how to listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of dissonance.  
On the one hand, we can hear a sweet song in praise of our beloved Creator;  
 on the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of this our  
 common home”.            Pope Francisfrom 

 
 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH 
Part 1: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH.   Section 2: The Creeds  

Chapter One: I Believe in God the Father 
Article 1 "I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth" 

Paragraph iii. The Almighty 

“You are merciful to all, for you can do all thing” (Wisdom 11:23.) 

(270) God is the Father Almighty, whose fatherhood and power shed light on one another: 

God reveals his fatherly omnipotence by the way he takes care of our needs; by the filial 

adoption that he gives us (“I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, 

says the Lord Almighty”)(2 Cointhians 6:18; cf. Matthew 6:32.): finally by his infinite mercy, for he 

displays his power at its height by freely forgiving sins. 

271 God's almighty power is in no way arbitrary: “In God, power, essence, will, intellect, 

wisdom, and justice are all identical. Nothing therefore can be in God's power which could 

not be in his just will or his wise intellect.”(Saint Thomas Aquinas, STh I, 25, 5, ad I.)  

          (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992) 

 
 

 

Parish Directory        Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192           

Safeguarding Officer: cmben@hotmail.com      SVP: 07704 292 945           Hall Bookings: 07533 082601     

Bereavement support:  20863450                 Music: 07971848734.               Piety shop: post vacant           

CAFOD: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     
     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity, No. 1177272 

COLLECTION 27th/28th August  

 Gift Aid  £     10.00  

Gift Aid standing Orders £   527.00 

Other Envelopes £     50.00 

Non Gift-Aided Standing Orders £   172.00 

Loose £   265.00 

 TOTAL £ 1,024.00       Many thanks 

We will have  

a retiring collection for the 

PAKISTAN FLOOD APPEAL 

in church 

NEXT WEEKEND, 

10th/11th September 

javascript:openWindow('cr/232.htm');
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THERE WILL BE A COLLECTION IN CHURCH NEXT WEEKEND, 10th/11th SEPTEMBER 

 
  



reation. 

 

 

 
 



Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage – Saturday, October 1st at 12 noon 
Archbishop Mark O’Toole will Celebrate a Thanksgiving Mass in the Cathedral for all the married 

couples of our Archdiocese.   

All are welcome, there are no invitations needed, though an idea of numbers will help with catering. 

Those unable to attend in person can join via Live-streaming, and during the Mass, married couples 

will be invited to make a Renewal of Commitment. 

We would like to include as many anniversaries as possible in the Mass booklet and also to produce 

a reflective presentation compiled of your wedding photos which would be projected during the 

reception after Mass. If you would like to be included in the Mass booklet, the Reflection, or both!, 

please send your details, along with photos, to the Family Life Commission by September 

14th flc@rcadc.org.  There will be Refreshments in Cornerstone after Mass 

 

    

In this homily, Father Richard considers the parable of the wedding feast and points out 

how few of us seem even to desire to attend God’s banquet. Click here to read the Gospel 

passage (Matthew 22:1–10).  

God has always had a very hard time giving away God: No one wants seems to want this gift. 

We’d rather have religion, and laws, and commandments, and obligations, and duties. I’m 

sure many of us attend church out of duty, but gathering with the Body of Christ is supposed 

to be a wedding feast. Do you know how many times in the four Gospels eternal life is 

described as a banquet, a feast, a party, a wedding, the marriage feast of the Lamb? There 

are fifteen different, direct allusions to eternal life being a great, big party.  

Do you know how many parables there are about eternal life being a courtroom or a 

judgment scene? One. Matthew 25. And that’s good. We need Matthew 25 because it makes 

it very clear that the ultimate issue is about how we care for the poor and marginalized. But 

we forget this good news of Jesus, sending a message out to the highways and the byways, 

inviting everybody who’s willing to come to the banquet. It’s that simple!   

Jesus goes out of his way to mention the good and the bad alike. We don’t like that either. 

We only want the good people to be there at the banquet, assuming, of course, that we’re the 

good people. Did you ever see the irony of that? Don’t you realize that every religion thinks 

that they are the ones that God likes? And we end up gathering at the party with that smug 

certitude; but when we do, it resembles something that very often isn’t much like a party. I 

don’t want to offend anybody, but sometimes only half of us even sing when we’re at church; 

half of us don’t even pick up the hymnals. I’m not trying to be cruel, but let’s just be honest 

and admit that many of us aren’t excited to be at church. For many of us, the Body of Christ 

is not a party. 

Instead, we often believe that heaven is a giant courtroom scene. The good people win, the 

bad people lose, and almost everybody is bad except our group. That won’t work! It gives no 

joy and no hope to the world. It tells people they’re on the right side when sometimes they’re 

very unloving people who don’t care about the poor or the marginalized at all. And the 

statistics prove that Christians are no better than anybody else, in fact, very often—I’m sorry 

to say it—we’re worse.  

Do we want to be a part of the wedding feast to which all are invited? The only people who 

don’t get in on the party are those who don’t want to come—so I guess we have to ask 

ourselves, “Do we want to come?” 

Richard Rohr OFM 

mailto:flc@rcadc.org
https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-fkitlhy-tjdrvdln-y/
https://email.cac.org/t/d-l-fkitlhy-tjdrvdln-y/

