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What (or Who) Shapes our Choices? 
 

WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY? 
Choices. The Prophet Amos gives a stern warning and a call to change course. In a surprising comparison 
Jesus calls us to be as wise and astute in our spiritual life and choices as we tend to be in out finances 
and employment. And Saint Paul reminds us to pray, for everyone, including Kings, ‘so that we may be 
able to live religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet’. 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:  (Psalter: Week 1)  
 

       Gathering Antiphon:            
           I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord 

      Should they cry to me in any distress,  
      I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever.         

Amos   8:  4 – 7.  
     Against those who ‘buy up the poor for money.’ 

Response:  Psalm   112.  
Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord. 
May the name of the Lord be blessed 
both now and for evermore! 
 

High above all nations is the Lord,// 
  above the heavens his glory. 
Who is like the Lord, our God, 
who has risen on high to his throne // 
  yet stoops from the heights to look down, 
to look down upon heaven and earth. 
 

From the dust he lifts up the lowly, 
from the dung-heap he raises the poor 
to set him in the company of princes, 
yes, with the princes of his people. 

 

1 Timothy   2:  1 – 8. 
    There should be prayers offered for everyone to God,  

 who wants everyone to be saved. 
 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     

Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Jesus Christ was rich, 
but he became poor for your sake, 
to make you rich out of his poverty. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Luke   16:  1 – 13.      
    You cannot be the slave both of God and of money.  

  

Prayer of the Faithful:  R/. Lord, lift up the lowly. 
 

Preface: of Sundays v.    Eucharistic Prayer:  ii.  
  

Communion Antiphon:     
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;  
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes,  



 

      MASS AND SERVICES:  
 

Sat 17th September 
 

 

 

6.30pm 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Education Sunday 
For the People of the Parish  

 

Sun 18th September 

 

 

10.30am 

6.00pm 

 

Theresia (VT) (& Henry Pickard) 

Beryl + Matthew Murphy 60th (Bargoed) 

Mon 19th September 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Holly Burgess + Matthew Finn Intention 

Tues 20th September  

9.45am 

10.00am 

Saint Andrew Kim Tae-Gon, priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Queen Elizabeth II 

Wed 21st September  

9.45am 

10.00am 

2 – 4 pm  

SAINT MATTHEW, Apostle + Evangelist 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Aloysius Thomas (TT) 

Adoration 

Thurs 22nd September 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church 

Margaret Morgan (GM) 

Fri 23rd September   

9.45am 

10.00am 

Saint Pius of Pietrelcino, Priest 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Amy Ramos (EV) 

Sat 24th September   5.45-6.15pm 

 

6.30pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
for the People of the Parish 

Sun 25th September 

 

10.30am 

6.00pm 

For Refugees and Migrants 

for the People of the Parish (Bargoed)  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday 5.45 – 6.15pm, or at any time by arrangement with the priest.  
 

 

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Please remember at this time all who are ill, in hospital or at 

home, short term or suffering long-term or chronic sickness. We pray especially for: 
Eileen Morris          John Maguire          Graham Jenkins           Sandra Bray                Jackie Jones 
Mary Gordine         Pauline Richards     Margaret Jones        Carol Morrissey       Frank Price        
Anne Morgan          Pat Starynski          Marjorie Gurney      Carmen Agius             Keith Griffiths             
Pino Emanuelli        Katrin Merry  Albert Carley           Mary Everson              Maura Coll         
Gwyn Bishop       Christine Roberts     Loraine Nolan              Ann Head             Wilson Brown   
Laura Acreman  
 

PLEASE PRAY ALSO for the repose of the soul of Neil Llewellyn, Cecelia’s husband, who died 
this week. We offer our condolence to Cecelia and her family 
 
 

 

“We cannot forget that evangelisation is first and foremost about preaching the Gospel 

to those who do not know Jesus Christ or who have always rejected him. Many of 

these are quietly seeking God, led by a yearning to see his face… Christians have the 

duty to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone.”   Evangelii Gaudium, §14 
 

This is the challenge and opportunity we take up on this EVANGELII GAUDIUM SUNDAY.  

A New Direction: Pope Francis calls on the Church to embark on a fundamental change of direction 

when it comes to evangelisation, no longer relying on past structures and actions but to read the 

signs of the times and act passionately in proclaiming the unique message of the Gospel that brings 

joy to all people who receive it with an open heart. He says: “I dream of a ‘missionary option’, that 

is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of 

doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the 

evangelisation of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.” EG, §27 
Second Collection: The work of encounter and evangelisation is promoted through the Directorate for Mission. 

and the Bishops’ Conference Department of Evangelisation and Discipleship, the Pope’s vision is embraced 

in a fuller way and promotes the whole ideal of proclamation, evangelisation, dialogue and catechesis. 
  



 

‘Evangelii Gaudium Sunday’, a.k.a. HOME MISSION SUNDAY, today, 

celebrates the beauty of our Faith, calling us to be joyous in proclaiming our faith. 

“Evangelii Gaudium”, Latin for “the Joy of the Gospel”, is the title of the Pope’s letter 

on the call to evangelisation, sharing the beauty of the Catholic faith with Christian and 

non-Christians through outreach and dialogue. As well as hearing our own call to share 

our faith, we are asked to contribute financially to the work in a retiring collection today. 

 

THE MINISTERS OF COMMUNION are asked to stay behind for a short meeting after 

Mass next weekend, to regroup and plan again after the disruption of the pandemic. 

 

CARDINAL NEWMAN HIGH SCHOOL will hold their entry-year retreats in the 

parish hall each morning this week, and several mornings over the next two weeks. We welcome 

them and join them in prayer as they induct their pupils into the heart of their Catholic Schooling. 

 

The S.V.P. (Saint Vincent de Paul Society) meets on Monday evening, 6pm, in the hall.. 
 

 

A CHILD FOR RECONCILIATION (and Communion)?  The 

parents who enrolled their children for preparation for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, and eventually to share in Sacramental Communion, are 

asked to come to the parish hall on Tuesday, 7pm, for an introduction to the 

plan and timetable of preparation, and to pick up the home work book. 
. 

 

 “Holiness calls us to seek to reconcile the creation with human existence, even if the cost is very 
great, and our contribution very small. The creation is not ours; it is God’s. We are stewards and 
our reconciliation with creation, including climate and biodiversity, is also an essential part of 
holy living in reconciliation with God.” 

Archbishop Justin Welby :: ‘The Power of Reconciliation’ 

 
 

 

 
 

Are you or anyone you know wanting  

to GROW IN FAITH or  

GROW YOUR FAITH ? 
 

Starting This Thursday 22nd, the R.C.I.A.: 
is for you!     Who is on the journey? 

• Unbaptised adults (who will become catechumens) asking for Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist 

• Adults baptised in another Christian tradition – or candidates – asking for full reception into 

the Catholic Church 

• Baptised Catholics, asking for Confirmation and Eucharist 

• All of us seeking a renewal and deepening of Faith. 

We follow the Sycamore programme – The Catholic Faith Explained.  Sycamore looks at the central 
beliefs and practices of Catholic Christianity, and the most common questions that people raise.  
Topics include the existence of God, the death and Resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the 
Church, the Bible, the gift of faith, the power of prayer and the sacraments. 
If you feel called in your journey of faith that RCIA might just be for you and you would like to 
express an interest in joining the RCIA group please see Kate Duffin or Canon John.  
 

 
THANK YOU and CONGRATULATIONS on the generous £ 437.69  
donated for the PAKISTAN FLOOD APPEAL last weekend. 

This year’s CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY will be on Friday 9th October. 
  



 

SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY  
Date Time Event 

Sun 18th September 11.30am Tea & Coffee, Biscuits & Company 

Mon 19th September 6.00pm 
7.00pm 

S.V.P. 
Senior Singing Group (in church) 

Tues 20th September  9.45 – 2.30 
7.00pm 

Cardinal Newman School Retreat 
Parents prepare for reconciliation 

Wed 21st September 9.45 – 2.30 Cardinal Newman School Retreat  

Thurs 22nd September 9.45 – 2.30 
2.30pm 
6.00pm  
6.30pm 

Cardinal Newman School Retreat 
Sunshine club 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Junior Singing Group (in church) 

Fri 23rd September 9.45 – 2.30 Cardinal Newman School Retreat 

Sat 24th September 9.30 – 11.30am Dance 

Sun 25th September 11.30am Tea & Coffee, Biscuits & Company 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH 
Part 1: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH.   Section 2: The Creeds  

Chapter One: I Believe in God the Father 
Article 1 "I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth" 

Paragraph iii. The Almighty 

(273) Only faith can embrace the mysterious ways of God's almighty power. This faith glories 

in its weaknesses in order to draw to itself Christ's power.( Cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 

4:13.) The Virgin Mary is the supreme model of this faith, for she believed that “nothing will 

be impossible with God”, and was able to magnify the Lord: “For he who is mighty has done 

great things for me, and holy is his name.” (Luke 1: 37, 49.) 

(274) “Nothing is more apt to confirm our faith and hope than holding it fixed in our minds 

that nothing is impossible with God. Once our reason has grasped the idea of God’s almighty 

power, it will easily and without any hesitation admit everything that [the Creed] will 

afterwards propose for us to believe - even if they be great and marvellous things, far above 

the ordinary laws of nature.” (Roman Catechism I, 2, 13.)    (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992) 

 
 

 
 

Parish Directory        Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192           

Safeguarding Officer: cmben@hotmail.com      SVP: 07704 292 945           Hall Bookings: 07533 082601     

Bereavement support:  20863450                 Music: 07971848734.               Piety shop: post vacant           

CAFOD: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     
     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity, No. 1177272 
  

COLLECTION 10th/11th September  

 Gift Aid  £     25.00  

Gift Aid standing Orders £   527.00 

Other Envelopes £     25.00 

Non Gift-Aided Standing Orders £   172.00 

Loose £   342.18 

 TOTAL £ 1,091.18         Many thanks 
Pakistan Flood Appeal £    437.69          Thank you! 

javascript:openWindow('cr/232.htm');
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P18.HTM#$9D
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P18.HTM#$9D
mailto:cmben@hotmail.com
mailto:appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
http://www.sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Mass for Marriage – Saturday, October 1st at 12 noon 
Archbishop Mark O’Toole will Celebrate a Thanksgiving Mass in the Cathedral for all the married 

couples of our Archdiocese.   
All are welcome, there are no invitations needed, though an idea of numbers will help 

with catering. Those unable to attend in person can join via Live-streaming, and during 

the Mass, married couples will be invited to make a Renewal of Commitment. 

We would like to include as many anniversaries as possible in the Mass booklet and also to produce 

a reflective presentation compiled of your wedding photos which would be projected during the 

reception after Mass. If you would like to be included in the Mass booklet, the Reflection, or both!, 

Please send your details, along with photos, to the Family Life Commission by September 14th    

 flc@rcadc.org.  There will be Refreshments in Cornerstone after Mass 
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