
 Prayer of the Faithful:       R/. Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 

  Preface:  of Advent 1.      Eucharistic Prayer: ii 
 

Communion Antiphon:   Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
    and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
 

SAINT HELEN’S PARISH 
 The Season of Advent+Christmas 

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
BIBLE SUNDAY 

4th December 2022 

 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS CLOSE 
 
 

THE WORD THIS WEEK 
‘In due course, John the Baptist appeared’: the strangest of men, announcing the coming of 
the most perfect man. He is the one to bring in, bring on, for us, and for all creation, the 
Kingdom promised by Isaiah, whom John follows: A kingdom of peace and reconciliation, 
integrity and holiness, and the tolerance and praise that Saint Paul calls for and foresees.  
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE:    (Psalter: Week 2) 
 

       Gathering Antiphon:     
O People of Zion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations,  
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 
 

Isaiah   11:  1 – 10. 
     He judges the wretched with integrity. 

Response:  Psalm   71.  
O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 
 

In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 

May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. 

 

Romans   15:  4  –  9. 
    Christ is the saviour of all people. 

 

   Acclamation for the Gospel:     
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Matthew   3:  1 – 12.       
    Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.  
  

 



 

MASS AND SERVICES DURING THE WEEK:  
Sat 3rd Dec 
 

 
6.30pm  

2nd SUNDAY ADVENT 
for Migrants and Refugees 

Sun 4th Dec 
 

10.30am  
12.00noon 

For Openness to the Word of God  
for the people of the Parish (Bargoed) 

Mon 5th Dec 
 

12.45pm   
 

Requiem for Maura Coll  

Tues 6th Dec  
9.45am 

10.00am   

(Saint Nicholas, Bishop) 
Morning Prayer of the Church  
Jacqueline Davies (JD) 

Wed 7th Dec  
9.45am 

10.00am   
2.00 – 4.00pm 

Saint Ambrose, Bishop + Doctor of the Church 
Morning Prayer of the Church  
Deceased Relatives (MJS) 
Adoration  

Thurs 8th Dec 
 

 
9.15am 

9.30am  

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Morning Prayer of the Church 

Desmond Jones P+PAJ)  
Fri 9th Dec 9.45am 

10.00am 

Morning Prayer of the Church  

Margherita Antoniazzi (LA) 

Sat 10th Dec 
 

 
 

 
5.45pm – 6.15pm 

 

 
6.30pm   

Saint John Roberts, Priest + Martyr 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

3rd SUNDAY of ADVENT 
            ‘GAUDETE!’ 
for the People of the Parish 

Sun 11th Dec 
 

10.30am 
12.00 noon 

Darren Bray (S+CB) 
Lou + Evelyn Krizan (JW) (Bargoed) 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:      

Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm,  
or at any time by arrangement with the priest. 

 
 

The PARISH PRAYER LIST: Please remember at this time all who are ill, in hospital or 
at home, short term or suffering long-term or chronic sickness. We pray especially for: 
Eileen Morris         John Maguire        Graham Jenkins      Sandra Bray    Jackie Jones 
Mary Gordine         Pauline Richards    Margaret Jones       Carol Morrissey    Frank Price        
Anne Morgan          Pat Starynski        Carmen Agius          Keith Griffiths           Katrin Merry 
Albert Carley          Mary Everson          Gwyn Bishop      Loraine Cahill          Ann Head        
Wilson Brown         Enzo Geraci       Alan Connant 
 

Please Pray also for Pino Emanuelli, who died a week ago. May he rest in Peace. We 

pray also and offer our condolences to Mario and all his family. 
 
 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! In recognition of the changes that have come in Mass-going, and 

in the ways we work together and celebrate our Faith, the schedule of Christmas Mass has changed: 

Saturday 24th December:   5.30 pm  Christmas Vigil Mass 

      7.30 pm  Christmas Mass in the Night in Bargoed 

    10.30 pm   Christmas Mass in the Night 

Sunday 25th December 10.30 am  Christmas Day Mass 

 
Thank you to those who brought their children to enjoy THE ADVENT 

ADVENTURE! And special thanks to Brett for all the invention and preparation that 

made it such fun, along with his assistants, Mrs (Jayne McFarlane) Moses and Joseph K. 

Chowdhury: Many thanks all round! 
  



 

Today is ‘BIBLE SUNDAY’, celebrating God’s saving Word, who comes 

amongst us at Christmas, to share and show us the love of God: THE 
MINISTERS OF THE WORD, all who proclaim the Scriptures in church, and 
open them up for the children in CLoW (the Liturgy of the Word for Children) 
are invited to renew their commitment and be (re-)commissioned at Mass. 
 

We will have a COLLECTION FOR THE S.V.P. as we leave Mass today, 

to finance the Christmas Hampers they will distribute to hard-pressed 
 families around the town.  

 

The SENIOR CITIZENS’ ‘ADVENT’ AFTERNOON TEA is this 
Sunday, 3pm in the Hall, for all who have booked a place Thank you to Clliff 
Bray and Lorraine  Jones,  who keep this parish celebration going every 
year, and to all the helpers and contributors, caterers and entertainers. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SYNOD (Part 2) continues today with Chapter 2, a meditation 

on  “Enlarge the Space of Your Tent”’, the document’s title. Read 
it all at  (https://www.synod.va/en/highlights/working-document-for-
the-continental-stage.html), or just work with today’s Bullet points 
prepared by Brett.   For  our response, observations, or additions, 

please use the email sthelenssynod22@gmail.com, or write direct to the Archbishop, Most 

Revd Mark O’Toole, Archbishop’s House, 43 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9HD.    

 
THE PARISH BOOK CLUB meets in the hall on Monday evening, 

7.30pm, to share which of Stanley Tucci’s recipes we have tried, reading 
through his ‘Food’, and then pick a new book for December: ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ maybe? 
 

THE ’WARM HUB CAFÉ’ will open this Tuesday from 12 to 3pm. All 

are welcome for a warm cuppa (tea, coffee, chocolate, maybe soup), biscuits, 
maybe bread and butter, a warm atmosphere, and a chat. If you know of anyone 
who might like a warm and a break from heating their home or sitting alone, 
pass on an invitation. And if you would be able to come to join the team either 
to brew teas or to welcome and sit with guests, please let Father John or Angela 
Jones know. All are welcome! 

 
The late, late November PARISH QUIZ , with full advently Christmas add-

ons is on Friday, 7.30pm in the hall: as well as all the usual fun and games, there 
will be a (small) prize for the best Christmas jumpers.  
 

BLESSING of the BAMBINELLI, next weekend at Mass: bring the Baby Jesus 

from your crib to be blessed, then take him home, wrapped in swaddling clothes and  
tuck him away ready to be brought out and place in the crib on Christmas day. 

 
Saint Helen’s School Juniors will come to the church to  

celebrate AN ADVENT CAROL SERVICE on Thursday 
15th December, 5.30pm: Carols, readings, symbols, and 
prayers to prepare us for the joys and blessings of Christmas. 
Book the date. 

 
There will be A RECONCILIATION HOUR on Saturday 17th December,  
10 – 11am, with a visiting Confessor (or maybe two).  
Book the slot in your diary now! 
  

https://www.synod.va/en/highlights/working-document-for-the-continental-stage.html
https://www.synod.va/en/highlights/working-document-for-the-continental-stage.html
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SAINT HELEN’S COMMUNITY CENTRE – THIS WEEK:  
 

Date Time Event 

Sun 4th Dec 11.30am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

Mon 5th Dec 6.00pm 
7.30pm 

S.V.P. 
Parish Book Club 

Tues 7th Dec 10.30am Music Appreciation 
Wed 8th Dec 9.30am Parents & Toddlers 
Thurs 9th Dec 2.00pm – 4.00pm Sunshine Club 

Fri 10th Dec 7.30pm The great Advently Christmas Quiz 

Sat 11th Dec 9.30am – 12.30pm Dance 
Sun 12th Dec  11.30am Tea, Coffee, & Biscuits 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APF (red) MISSION BOXES: Please bring in your red Mission 

Boxes for emptying when you come to Church. Please give them into 
the hands of Anita Jackson, or one of the welcomers, to be safely 
stored. Please DO NOT leave them un-safe at the back of church. 

 

The all Wales YEARBOOK + DIRECTORY is on sale in the Porch, £ 4.00 
 

 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

Part 1: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH.   Section 2: The Creeds 
Chapter One: I Believe in God the Father 

Article 1 "I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth" 
Paragraph iv. The Creator :: 1I. Creation: The Work of the Holy Trinity 

(291) "In the beginning was the Word …. and the Word was God …. all things were made 

through him, and without him was not anything  made that was made." (John 1: 1-3) The New 

Testament reveals that God created everything by the eternal Word, his beloved Son. In him 

“all things were created , in heaven and on earth, … all things were created through him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1: 16-17) The 

Church’s faith likewise confesses the creative action of the Holy Spirit, the “giver of life”, “the 

Creator Spirit” (Veni, Creator Spiritus), the “source of every good.” (Cf. Nicene Creed : DS 150; 

Hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus; Byzantine Troparion of Pentecost Vespers, ‘O Heavenly King, Consoler’)  

                                                                                                           Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992.    
 

 
         

Parish Directory        Priest: Revd. John Kelly 20 883192           

Safeguarding Officer: cmben@hotmail.com      SVP: 07704 292 945           Hall Bookings: 07533 082601     

Bereavement support:  20863450                 Music: 07971848734.               Piety shop: post vacant           

CAFOD: 20861930            Marriage Care: appointments@marriagecare.co.uk     
     Saint Helen’s School: 20852532                Cardinal Newman School: 01443 494110    

               Newsletter items: 20883192          Calendar Additions: calendar@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

caerphilly@rcadc.org            www.sthelenscaerphilly.com 
Website Additions: Website@sthelenscaerphilly.com 

 

Saint Helen is a Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, a Registered Charity, No. 1177272 

COLLECTION 26th/27th November  

 Gift Aid  £     15.00  
Gift Aid standing Orders £   527.00 
Other Envelopes £     30.00 

Non Gift-Aided Standing Orders £   172.00 

Loose £    442.77 
 TOTAL £ 1,186.77         Many thanks 

mailto:cmben@hotmail.com
mailto:appointments@marriagecare.co.uk
http://www.sthelenscaerphilly.com/
http://sthelenscaerphilly.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Session 2 Listening to the scriptures 

 

• It is to a people living the experience of exile that the prophet addresses words that 

help us today to focus on what the Lord is calling us to through the experience of 

lived synodality: “Enlarge the space of your tent, spread out your tent cloths 

unsparingly, lengthen your ropes and make firm your pegs” (Isaiah 54:2). 

 

• Listened to today, these words of Isaiah invite us to imagine the Church similarly as 

a tent, indeed as the tent of meeting, which accompanied the people on their 

journey through the desert: called to stretch out, therefore, but also to move. At its 

centre, stands the tabernacle, that is, the presence of the Lord.  

 

• The stability of the tent is ensured by the sturdiness of its pegs, that is, the 

fundamentals of faith that do not change but can be moved and planted in ever new 

ground, so that the tent can accompany the people as they walk through history.  

 

• Finally, in order not to sag, the structure of the tent must keep in balance the 

different forces and tensions to which it is subjected: a metaphor that expresses the 

need for discernment.  

 

• Enlarging the tent requires welcoming others into it, making room for their 

diversity. It thus entails a willingness to die to self out of love, finding oneself 

again in and through relationship with Christ and one’s neighbour. 

 

• It is under this condition that the members of the Church, each and all together, will 

be able to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in fulfilling the mission assigned by Jesus 

Christ to his Church. 

 

 

 

“Catholic schools are part of the educative mission of the Church, assisting parents in their vocation 

to bring up their children in the faith of the Church, They are challenged by the Gospel to affirm their 

pupils’ basic goodness, to promote their dignity, to develop their gifts  and potential to the full, and 

to help them grow in faith and holiness of life.”            Father Bernard Sixtus 

ADVENT INVITES US to engage with a triple perspective:  

we must stay awake for the end-times that are to come; 
stay awake to explore the present moment, alert to Christ’s presence in our midst  

now, at this time; 
and in so doing stay awake to celebrate Jesus’ birth long ago. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT DAVID’S CATHEDRAL: Advent is a time of preparation, 'The Light is on 

for you' is an initiative during which Cardiff Cathedral will be open for quiet prayer and Confession 

throughout Advent in preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  
 

As well as the usual times for Confession, The Cathedral will be open with Adoration and the 

opportunity for Confession on: 
 

Tuesday 6th December 5pm-6pm 

Monday 12th December 5pm-6pm 

Saturday 17th December 10:30am-5:15pm 

Tuesday 20th December 5pm-6pm 
 

Come and experience the Lord's mercy. 

 

 
 
 

Isaiah’s hymn to a new creation and Jesus’ parables of the reign of God touch this deepest desire in each of us 
for a different, better world. It would be a world in which human dignity and the integrity of creation are central, 
a world in which the intrinsic value of all human beings and of the creation itself is recognized and appreciated. 
. . . Do we have any hope for a different, better world? 

Sallie McFague, A New Climate for Theology: God, the World, and Global Warming 
 


